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Classroom Connections

1. Social Studies: The gnome, zhamM, tells Aza all humans are ugly, but that she is slightly less ugly than most. How is it that the gnomes find her attractive when other people make fun of her looks? 

2. Literature: Is Aza really as ugly as she says she is? Do descriptions of her remind us of other heroines from fairy tales? Is her story like any other stories you have read? 

3. Civics: Why do the Ayorthians get angry when Ivi dissolves the council? Did Ivi really dissolve it because she found it “boring”, or did she dissolve it for other reasons?

4. Social Studies: Princess Ivi states that her voice would probably be found more admirable outside of Ayortha. zhamM believes Aza is uglier after she drinks the beauty potion. Skulni is said to resemble a spider, but he is quite arrogant about his looks. What do these incidents tell us about standards of attractiveness? What does Aza learn about appearances, and what they might say about a person? 

5. Social Studies: Does Aza agree with zhamM’s idea of justice? Why or why not? Does she learn anything from him? 

6. Literature: Aza claims that the quest for beauty has “turned her to stone”. How is this true, literally and figuratively? 

History & Geography Activity
Divide the class into groups and assign each group a place and a period of history to study. Have each group research beauty standards for their assigned place & period, and have them give a brief presentation on their findings. 


Discussion Questions

1. Fairest is a modern take on old fairy tail clichés. How does it differ from traditional fairy tales such as Beauty & the Beast, Snow White, etc? What makes it more applicable to today’s society?

2. Does Aza ever become beautiful? Explain how she does or doesn’t. 

3. The ability to sing is a highly regarded virtue in Ayortha, but it is arguable that beauty is just as valued. Is this true of our own society? Give examples of how it is or isn’t true. 

4. Do Ivi and Aza have anything in common? Do you ever sympathize with Ivi, or is she an unsympathetic character? Do you agree with how the king treats her in the end? Why or why not?

5. Prince Ijori never believes Aza is ugly. What does he see that others don’t? How does his judgment compare to the judgment of the king and others around him?

6. Once Aza drinks the beauty potion, does she find that her life is made as easy as she thinks it will? What kind of attention does she get? Is it a positive experience? 

Websites

HarperCollins
http://www.harpercollins.com/author/authorExtra.aspx?authorID=12385&displayType=interview
This is an interview with the author linked from the official publisher’s website. In this interview, the author states her method for writing books, gives advice to young aspiring writers and her ideas about writing fairy tales and historical fiction. 

Interview with the Author
http://cynthialeitichsmith.blogspot.com/2006/05/author-update-gail-carson-levine.html
This is an interview with the author about her aims in writing Fairest, her experience writing other fantasy novels and what her influences for Fairest were. It includes some discussion on the theme of beauty and other themes in her fantasy novels. 

Harper Children's Teacher Guide
http://www.harperchildrens.com/webcontent/teachers_guides/pdf/0060734086.pdf
This is a teacher’s guide for Fairest created by the publisher, available in .pdf format. In addition to questions about the novel, the guide also includes writing exercises for kids that are interested in writing fairy tales of their own. 

Common Sense Media
http://www.commonsensemedia.org/book-reviews/Fairest.html
This is a review for teachers and parents that discusses the books themes and 

strengths. It also includes reading samples from the book and a “score card” rating it on certain aspects. 

